Lecture #1: Biblical Worldview 

Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5-7
Dr. John Barber

I. What is a Christian or biblical worldview? 
A. A biblical worldview is seeing the world as God sees it. How God sees his creation is recorded in the Bible. A biblical view of the world enables us to know what God expects of us as his ambassadors. 
1. There are many ways we can approach the topic of a biblical worldview. Typically, teachers use the comparative method: they compare what the world says about education to what the Bible says about education; what the world says about sex to what the Bible says about sex, etc. 
2. However, the way in which I want to address our issue is not according to philosophy (comparative method), but according to reality. For I understand that Africans are far more interested in reality than in philosophic discussions. 

3. With this in mind, another way to discern the meaning of a biblical worldview is to paint a picture. Jesus painted such a picture of God’s view of the world in the Sermon on the Mount. 

II. In his sermon (Matt. 5-7). Jesus tells us wonderful things, inspiring things. 

1. The poor in Spirit will inherit the kingdom of heaven.  Those that mourn will be comforted, while the persecuted will be blessed. This was music to the ears of people oppressed by the Roman government. 

2. Further, he says he came to fulfill the law. All the requirements of the Law are met in him. This was music to those who were trying to go to heaven by meticulous adherence to the Law, but who knew that they were failing. 
3. Then he tells us things to avoid for our safety: murder, adultery, divorce, and more. 

4. He opens our minds to the possibility of prayer. We are to understand that when we pray for bread God will not give us a stone because in God’s world, He loves us and is faithful.

5. Jesus tells us that God’s world is a place where no one needs to worry. In God’s world, he dresses the lilies with more beauty than that found in Solomon’s Temple. And he keeps his eye on the sparrow.  The point is that if God takes care of the lilies and the birds, how much more will he care for us. So we are not to worry. 

6. And so we say we say to ourselves, “Yes, this is paradise. This is exactly what I would expect my Father’s world to be like.”
III. But then it happens. Imagine standing in this incredible pastoral setting, when suddenly, out of the corner of your eye, you catch a glimpse of something that makes you look twice. 

A. There, sitting in the middle of the beautiful, perfectly arrayed field of lilies, is a man with a plank sticking out of his eye!
1. This is the most vile, hideous sight you’ve ever seen and so you reel back in horror. What is wrong with this picture?

2. How you would you respond to this poor soul?  I’d be mad. ”Hey you, you’re messing up the picture. Get your ugly face out of here!”

3. Maybe you would feel compassion. Most of us, however, would turn away in horror at such an ugly sight. 

IV. How would Jesus respond?  

A. The Bible says that Jesus healed all who came to him.  So certainly that’s what Jesus will do to this man with the plank in his eye.

1. But instead what does Jesus do?  Imagine now Jesus walking through the field of lilies to approach the man. Now you are thinking, “Oh certainly he’s going to heal him. Yes, God dresses each blade of grass; he arrays the lilies of the field, so he’s going to set things right with this man.

2. But then to our great shock, Jesus leans over, points his finger at the man, and yells, “You hypocrite! Take the log out of your eye right now.”   

3. Now, all of a sudden, we see a side to God that’s not always gentle, not always tolerant. 

V. What does Jesus see in this man that we don’t see?

A. He sees his heart. The plank represents this man’s great sin.  

1. Jesus said, “From out of the heart of man proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness” (Matt. 7:21). 
2. The OT records that “The heart is deceitful above all else who can understand it” (Jeremiah 17:9)? Now think about that. Elsewhere the Bible says that the devil is called the “deceiver.” But here the Bible tells us that the heart is deceitful above all else, which means that our own hearts are more deceitful than the devil!
3. When we think of the great doctrines of Reformation our minds turn to the doctrines of election, predestination, and the perseverance of the saints. But did you know that the magisterial reformers, such as Calvin and Luther, believed that the most important doctrine of their day was the total depravity of the human heart? 

4. According to Jesus, the number one way sin reveals itself is that we are quick to judge others but are slow to judge ourselves. The man with the plank in his eye wants to take the speck out of your eye but does not see the plank sticking out of his own. 

5. We find a similar thought in James 1, where the apostle says that “We are to be quick to hear, slow to speak.” He says this because the exact opposite is true. We are quick to talk and slow to hear. We judge others but are slow to judge ourselves
6. Today politicians say, “You’re the problem. While other point their finger back, and say, “No, you are the problem. Even ministers say, “You’re the problem.” But the objects of their scorn return in kind, “No, you’re the problem!”  

VI. The reason I have given this long intro to the Sermon on the Mount is because this is God’s view of the world he created. 
A. Recall, a Christian worldview is God’s view of the world (though ours is never perfect as is his). So we must understand these things. 
1. The idea is simple: what a perfect world it would be—peace, righteousness, and glorious nature. Even if people say bad things against us, we’re blessed if we know Jesus.  So we can’t lose. 

2. It is paradise, except for one thing—the heart of man, which is quick to judge but slow to hear. 

3. Is East Africa like the picture of the Sermon?  I see a place lush with beautiful mountains and rain forests. Giant Rosette plants, heliconias, Thistles, Orange lichen, and a wide variety of lilies. 

4. But also, I hear of great ugliness: war, extreme poverty, disease, famine, hatred, jealousy, and strife. And everyone points the finger at the other person while little seems to be accomplished to stop these things. 
VII. I have read of another great ugliness. 
A. East Africa has become much like the US. Men have a wife, but also other partners; and that many wives have learned to accept this.  But this is like pretending that the hideous man with the plank in his eye is really not there.  To accept such sin is to walk around it. 
1. But Jesus says, “No, take it out. It must go.” Notice that Jesus does not tell us not to take the spec out of our brother’s eye. Rather, he says to take the log from our own eye before we go to speak to our brother about his sin. So the sins of adultery and fornication are to be addressed. But first, we must repent of our own sins. 
2. Culturally speaking, any sin that threatens marriage and the family must go, because marriage is the foundation of a culture.  Currently, diseases. HIV, AIDS, venereal disease, and sexual promiscuity are threatening to destroy an entire generation in mid and east Africa. 

3. Many people falsely think that the cultural slide downward in America began with the removal of prayer in our public schools. This is false. It began with the “sexual revolution” and the challenge to the institution of marriage in the 60s. This is one reason why the Church of Africa must rise up and address the problems facing marriages. But we must begin with our own marriages. 
4. Also consider this: in cultures where women are treated as chattel, cultures suffer. But in virtually every case, where women are loved and respected, cultures flourish upwards. 

5. What is the connection? Remember that the cultural mandate is God’s order to affect every level of society for Christ. The sum of this command is the second table of the law. The sum of the second table of the Law is to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” How can we love our neighbor as ourselves when we can’t love our own wives as ourselves? And also the women in our own culture as ourselves? 

6. Marriage is a picture of Christ and the Church. How can a Church, run mostly by men, work to heal the wounds of society, when they cannot heal the wounds of their own wives at home? The greatest thing I could tell you about how to build a strong culture in East Africa is to tell your men to put away the idols of adultery and fornication and to love their wives as Jesus loves the Church. Help them to remove the spec from their eyes. But first let us remove the plank from our own, if in fact such a plank exists. 
VIII. What is Jesus’ answer? He says, “Take the log out of your eyes.” 
A. Why does Jesus tell us to take the log out of our eye? Why does he not remove it out for us? After all, he is a God of grace. 
1. Let me give an example. When I was a child, I was climbing a tree and got a splinter caught in my finger. I went to my mother for help. She tried to use a needle to remove the splinter. But each time she tried to take it out I pulled my arm back. 
2. I felt it was less painful to live with the splinter in my finger than to have my mother take it out.  But she knew it had to come out so eventually my mother placed the needle on a table and she said to me, “You take it out.” 

3. This illustrates the history of Israel. God sent judges, prophets, and kings in an effort to remove the sins of his people. But each time, they backslid—they pulled back from God’s grace. So when we come to the New Testament, Jesus lays down the needle, and says, “You take it out.” 
4. Did you know that often it is less painful for us to live with our personal and national problems than to remove them? We human beings have an amazing capacity to allow both beauty and ugliness to coexist in our lives and in our nations. Are we doing this?  
5. Before I arrived in Africa, I read A Distant Grief, by Kefa Sempangi. He tells of how under Idi Amin, men would be playing golf while just 200 yards away one of Amin’s soldier’s was butchering a man with a machete. 

B. Are there things happening in a contemporary, African context that the Church is not addressing? 
1. According to God’s view of things, we cannot permit such terrible cultural problems to persist. We must stop pointing the finger at others and repent of our own sins. We are then, with all holy boldness, to go to our politicians, scientists, engineers, and artists…every area that affects of our cultural and national consciousness and help them to remove the spec from their eye. 
2. The Sermon on the Mount reveals God’s view of the world—the basis for our own biblical worldview. It paints a picture of the perfect world God first created, but which has been marred by sin. 
3. It is a call for personal repentance first (remove the log from your own eye); and national repentance second (remove the spec from the eyes of others through the power of the gospel). 
4. Judgment must begin with the household of God, them it will start with our nation. 
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