Lecture #4: The Cultural Mandate

The Christian Attitude to Government, 
—a Problem of “Jurisdictional Authority”
Dr. John Barber

I. God’s view of government. Romans 13:1-4.

A. The Bible says that believers are to be in submission to civil government. Does this mean we are to submit to whatever a government decides?  No, for the Bible teaches that those who govern are to be in submission to God.  

1. Rom. 13 refers to governing authorities as a “minister of God.” Therefore, the civil government is charged with upholding God’s justice, not man’s quest for totalitarian control over others. 

2. To do so would be a license for tyranny, something Jesus opposed.  Jesus said, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves” (Luke 22:25.). 
3. Therefore, in Rom. 13, Paul is not giving complete freedom to government to do anything it wants to do in people’s lives. Rather, when he says to submit to Government, he is saying to submit to God’s intended design for government.  He is mainly concerned with our submission to the principle of authority—the function that God has appointed the magistrate to fulfill.

4. Romans 13, does not encourage Christians to submit to political oppression or the abuse of political power. Again, Paul’s main concern in this passage is submission to the principle of authority as it comes from God. 

II. Where does the problem of political abuse come from?
A. It begins when government attempts to grab authority that God has given to the Church. When government oversteps the limits God has set on it, this leads to the abuse of power. Here is a powerful example of what I am talking about.
1. In 1 Samuel 13, Saul goes up against the Philistines. He does not wait for Samuel so offers the burnt offering.  Once Samuel arrive and sees what Saul has done, he says, “Your kingdom shall not endure but you will replaced by David.”
2. In 1 Samuel 15, we see that Saul is sent to destroy the Amalekites and is told not to keep anything for himself. But instead he spares King Agag and keeps the best livestock for himself. 
3. Application. Governmental corruption results when government oversteps its God-given jurisdictional authority. Graft and greed (1 Sam 15) result when Government attempts to take on the role of the priest (1 Sam. 13); to claim jurisdictional authority in the lives of people that God has reserved for the Church to attend to. The story of Saul teaches us that governments that reject God’s instruction tend to assume spiritual authority God has reserved for the Church. 
4. In the US we find the debate over separation of church and state. Many people feel that the Church is engaged in areas of public life it has no right to be involved in. However, the real problem is that it is the state that has crossed the line of separation. The church’s engagement in public life is simply our attempt to take back areas of spiritual jurisdiction, which belong to us by Divine command.
5. For example, the problem with Roe V. Wade (a Supreme Court case in the US that legalized abortion) is not that the Court made a bad decision, but that it made any decision. Life is not the jurisdiction of the state, but of God. 

6. Education. Who is Lord of the conscience? The state?  Or God, church and family? The problems we are witnessing in public education stem from the fact that the state has assumed authority that God never gave it. Hence, our public schools are full of corruption, incompetence, and the indoctrination of children in secular philosophy. 

III. This problem leads to an even larger problem: the persecution of Christians. 

A. Secular governments that think they are God-like have no room for other gods.  So they seek to oppress and persecute Christians, just like Saul eventually did with David. 

1. Did you know that in the 1st century that the main charge Rome levied against Christians was atheism? By AD 35, Christianity was illegal. In China, Christianity is illegal. Why? Because the state wants to be God, it has no room for other gods.

IV. What spiritual tools has God given the Church to resist governing authorities who overstep their authority?
A. First, there is spiritual power.  There was a day in America when people were willing to argue the pros and cons of political issues in order to seek an answer. Now one side simply seeks to destroy its opposition with raw power.  To counter this abuse of power we need power, but a different kind of power—spiritual power. 
1. Where does this power come from? Phil. 3:10 speaks of the “Power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings.”  Everything in the Christian life requires power to perform it.  To be saved requires power. To be holy before God requires power.  For prayer to work, a power must facilitate it According to Phil. 3:10, where does this power come from?  The resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
2. But then note that Paul adds “…and the fellowship of his sufferings.” In America many people want the power of his resurrection but not the fellowship of his sufferings.  But when Phil. 3:10 places both together it means that unless one is willing to suffer for Christ, one will not experience the power of Christ. No suffering; no power.  Unless you take on the sufferings of Christ you will not know his power. 
3. But there is one more part to the equation. It is not enough to suffer for Christ. God calls us to suffer with the joy of the Lord.  Throughout Phil. Paul is concerned with joy.  
4. So putting it all together, the Joy of the Lord in suffering brings us into the experience of the power of his resurrection. And it is this power that God uses to combat the abuse of power by secular rulers. And friends, no earthly dictator, an oppressive government, or apostate church can stand against the power of the resurrection. The following provides a perfect example. 
5. No summation of early Christianity is complete that fails to note the comportment of believers facing trial and death. They suffered pain and martyrdom joyously for the Lord while confessors served in the mines without qualm. Many persecutors were so moved by the unshakable courage of believers facing the gallows that they themselves became believers. The Christian witness in the face of physical death stood as a towering testimony to the veracity of the gospel and acted as a magnet drawing in many unbelievers and hecklers to the ranks of the Church. Tertullian had noted that in this period, perhaps more than in any other, “the blood of martyrs was the seed of the Church.”
 Lions, beheadings, flaying, and being run through with the sword – nothing could remove the song from the Christian’s lips. Paganism had no answer. Even the most valiant warriors of Rome could not match the Christians in their willingness to die for their beliefs with gladness. None of this was lost on the persecutors who could no longer bear to see good men die with inexpressible joy on their faces. The pagan world had lost the stomach to kill. The Church overcame evil with good. 

B. We also see this power in relation to evangelism—the Great Commission
1. In Acts 2, HS is meant to make men witnesses of the Lord Jesus. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
2. If you’re not going to tell others about Jesus, why should you need the power of the Holy Spirit?  And if you do not have his power, what real answer do you have when rulers abuse their power? 
V. Second, we are to love our enemies. Jesus said “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). 
A. Romans 12:20 records, “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.”
1. The Greek word translated “burning coals” is anthrax. Anthrax is an infectious, usually fatal disease of cattle, sheep, etc., which can be transmitted to man.  The disease is characterized by malignant, burning boils. 
2. The point is that when you love your enemies you infect them with anthrax.  In other words, by loving corrupt governing authorities, for example, you leave room for God to deal with them (see 12:19 on this exact point). And so rather than be overcome by evil, you overcome evil with good. 

VI. Finally, the church can combat abusive governments by simply doing the work of the church again. 
A. One reason the US government has taken over so many areas of American culture is because the Church in America has abdicated its role as a cultural leader. 
1. Fundamentally, the state has encroached on the jurisdictional authority of the Church while the Church is allowing this to happen by abdicating its jurisdictional authority in the earth. 
2. 2 reasons for this problem:
a. Some US Christians are overly loyalist to the government. They want to see government as their practical Savior. 
b. Others have the opposite problem. Because there are people in the congregation who share different political views, many pastors say nothing of a political/cultural nature because they don’t want to offend anyone.
i. But to speak on cultural issues from the pulpit is not to tell people for whom they should vote. You are being affected by a Western attitude if you fail to preach the whole council of God. 
3. In conclusion, we can no longer allow government to play the priest. We must challenge its false claim to jurisdictional authority that belongs to the Church. Conversely, the Church must again minister in its area of jurisdiction; to be God’s instrument on earth to the glory of King Jesus.
� Apology, L.14. Actually he said, “The blood of Christians is seed.”
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