Lecture #5: The Great Commission 
Dr. John Barber

I. Two important questions: “What is the most important thing that has ever happened to you?” “What is therefore the most important thing you can do for someone else?” Living for what is important is what the Great Commission is all about. 

A. One more thought: “What is the one thing you cannot do in heaven?” Perhaps this infers we should be doing it now? 

II. The Present failure.

A. Statistics today reveal that upwards of 95% of Christians never personally share the gospel of Jesus Christ with another person.

1. The Book of Acts reveals that after the persecution hit the church at Jerusalem all the early believers were going about “preaching the Word.” They were not just leaving the work of evangelism up to the church leadership (Acts 8:1, 4) or to those “specially trained” but were excited about telling the world about Jesus. 

III. The Call to Share Our Faith
A. The first and last thing Jesus said to a disciple was to share their faith.  Matt. 4:19 and 28:18-20 are therefore “book ends” within which we are to interpret everything did and taught.  
1. Matt. 28:18-20 in particular records “the Great Commission” that in one way or another finds application for all Christians.
IV. Obstructions to Witnessing. 
A. Typically, a lack of evangelistic fervor among Christians for the Great Commission stems from:

1. Not adequately trained.  Experience shows that once people are trained in what to say and how to say it they develop enthusiasm about sharing their faith and are active in doing so.  

2. A lack of love for the lost. I John 4: 19 says, “We love because he first loved us” 
a. The story of “Enrique.” 
3. Fear your testimony will not be effective.   The average person hears the gospel four times before trusting Christ.  How do you know you were not the number one or two?  That eventually that person will receive Christ? 
a. Speaking of effective evangelism, Bill Bright, said, “Successful witnessing is simply taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, and leaving the results to God.”
4. Today “over 85 percent of all those who are receiving Christ in our day are doing so before age 19.  Young people represent one of the ripest spiritual harvest fields in America. 

V. What is our goal in the Great Commission? The answer is discipleship leading to the Reformation of a nation. 

A. The big problem in our day is evangelism without real concern for discipleship
1. The Great Commission is not first about leading people to Jesus then discipling them. It is first about discipleship, which automatically takes in the issue of evangelism. 
2. With discipleship as our main goal we fail to achieve true and lasting reformation.  Evangelism brings awakening and revival, but unless what God has done remains in a culture there will be no reform of culture and society. And unless we continue to teach all things the reform we do see will eventually erode. 

3. The key for reformation lies in Jesus’ words found in the Great Commission: “…teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.”  Evangelism becomes a flash in the pan unless we are “teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.”  

VI. Without the priority of making disciples of Jesus there are several things we miss, but cannot afford to miss. 

A. First, the demand of holiness that is part of the gospel. If we do not teach holiness as part of the gospel message, people will believe intellectually but the gospel has not touched their hearts.

1. A problem in the West is the wrong idea that as long as you believe something you are consistent. 
2. This is why I started our series of lectures with the cultural mandate. I want you to have the big picture view of God’s agenda for radical reformation of the world. 

B. Second, we miss the great command to love your neighbor as yourself.  Jesus said, “This I command you, that you love one another” (John 15:17). 
1.  Why is this command important?  It takes us back to cultural mandate.  To love your neighbor is a cultural concern. One cannot love their neighbor without having an interest in the neighborhood.   

2. One main reason we want to apply the claims of the gospel to every area of life is not to impose our Christian views on others but because we love people and want God’s best for them. 
C. Third, we miss the entire 10 commandments. 

1. The entire second table of the Law has to do with our relationship with our neighbors and with the larger society and culture where we live. 

2. Jesus said to teach all that he had taught us. With this in mind, he said, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished” (Matt. 5:17). 
3. Then he gave us the essence of this law. “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Elsewhere he said, “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you” (Matt. 5:43). 
VII. It is in this context of accomplishing all that the Law set out to do— by loving each other—that he speaks of the lasting effects of evangelism, which is reformation. “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain.” (John 15:16). 
A. This is reformation. Fruit that lasts and changes a nation.  So let’s peel back the layers of the onion to see where we are. 

1. We want fruit that lasts; this is reformation (personal and social). 

2. We achieve reformation by loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

3. Loving our neighbor as ourselves is the sum of the second table of the law, the 10 commandants, which has meaning for every area of our culture and society, 

4. And we teach the essence of the Law: to love God and our neighbors because central to the Great Commission are these words: “…teaching them all that I have commanded you.”

B. So again, the Great Commission is not a matter of leading people to Christ and then saying “be warm and be filled.” We must disciple new converts in the whole counsel of God, so that our mission will result in personal and national reformation—fruit which lasts. 
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