Lecture #6: The Great Commission

The Biggest Hindrance to Evangelism: No Love for the Lost

Dr. John Barber
“If you don’t have a heart for the lost, you haven’t got God’s heart.”
I. Luke 15:1-7. All three parables recorded in Luke 15 were spoken by Jesus against the scribes and the Pharisees in order to show God’s boundless love and compassion for the lost. 

A. The Jews looked down their long noses at those they considered sinners. They were sure that because they fulfilled all the minor prescriptions of the Mosaic Law, offering the appointed sacrifices and keepings all the rituals, they no longer were in need of repentance and acted justly in avoiding contact with those whom they considered sinners. 

1. But Jesus corrects this bad theology. Let me summarize all of Luke 15 with a simple phrase. “If you don’t have a heart for the lost, you haven’t got God’s heart.”
II. What does it mean to have a heart for the lost? Let’s look at 15:1-7, the parable of the lost sheep. 
A. First, having a heart for the lost includes understanding what it means to be lost.

1. In ancient times, a shepherd counted his flock at night. This was important because sheep are the dumbest animals. So dumb in fact that a sheep can walk off a cliff in search for food. Plus if a sheep got lost it typically could not find its way back. 

2. There was a saying in ancient times, “If there’s a way to die, a sheep will find it.” So for a sheep to be lost is for a sheep to be dead.

3. “If there is a way for men to die, we too will find it.” Isaiah says, “All we like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way, but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” 

4. Each of us has turned to his own way. We wandered from God intent on our own way. The results are sin and condemnation (Romans 3). 

III. There is another side to what it means to be lost in the Bible. 

1. Vs. 4 says, “What man among you…when he has lost one of them.” Note the word “he.” Here Jesus is placing the onus of responsibility on what it means to be lost on the shepherd. Permit me to explain by way of an illustration. 

2. Have you men ever lost a wallet? When this happens, we say, “My wallet is lost.” But wallet is still occupying time and space. The wallet is somewhere. In fact it’s right where I left it. The real problem is not the wallet, but me. I’m not where the wallet is and I cannot recall where I left it. So objects are lost because people are not where the object is, but instead are where the object is not. 

3. Likewise, sinners are lost because the Church is not where the sinners are, but are where the sinners are not. 

4. Are you where sinners are? Luke18 tells us whom Jesus ministered to: the poor, brokenhearted, captives, blind, and the oppressed. But today many Christians do not hang out with such people because they do not represent our socio-economic bracket, or worse, they make us feel uncomfortable. 

5. Our responsibility for why people are lost is brought out even more in v. 4. It says, “Which man among you when he has lost a sheep…” Here the Greek word for “man” is not adam, but anthropos (mankind), which emphasizes the notion of weakness, by which men are led to make mistakes or sin. 

6. So, to paraphrase Jesus question, we could say, “Which one of you foul-ups, when he has lost a sheep, doesn’t go and try to find it?”

IV. Second, having a heart for the lost is reflected in how we seek the lost.

A. Vs. 4 says, “The shepherd leaves the 99 in the open pasture. The Greek word for open is eremos. It means “a desert or wilderness.” It’s also used in the New Testament to describe a woman abandoned by her husband. 

1. But this is how the shepherd is to seek the lost sheep: with utter abandonment.  We are to abandon this world in order to seek the lost. 

2. Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's shall save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

3. Concern over human opinion or fear of how witnessing will affect our reputation is a major deterrent for many to seeking lost sheep.   

V. Third, having God’s heart for the lost means we are to seek the lost with perseverance.

1. Vs. 4 says, “…until he find it.” What if your child were lost? How long would you look for that child before you gave up?  Never. 

2. God never gives up seeking for the lost.  The Holy Spirit is the hound of heaven.  Once he gets your sent he searches and searches until he finds you, and saves you.  

3. Speaking of children. Some of yours are lost spiritually. Don’t ever give up praying for your own children. 

VI. Once we have found the lost, it then becomes our responsibility to provide biblical discipleship.  

A. Remember that the Great Commission is not a call to evangelism, but to discipleship, within begins with evangelism. 

1. The text highlights this point in an interesting way. Verse 5 says, “When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.” Did you know that when an ancient shepherd finally found his lost sheep, he would break a small bone at the base of its hind leg so that it could not walk? This explains why the Shepherd placed the sheep over his shoulders and carried it back to the fold. 

2. Once the shepherd placed the sheep back on the ground, the sheep then learned to remain close to the fold until its leg healed. The sheep learned never to wander away again.

3. Sanctification is a process whereby the Good Shepherd breaks us of all the patterns of sin in our lives so that we will not wander away from him again. The Church is to take an active role in training new Christians in how to remain close to God. 
VII. Finally, having God’s heart for the lost is seen in our joy over their salvation.

A. Vss. 5-7 stress the great joy of the shepherd in finding the lost sheep. 

1. I just asked, “What if your child was missing?” How would feel if someone were to return him or her to you safely?

2. You see what I’m doing? I’m giving you more than an encouragement to do evangelism because that’s what it takes to get churches to grow, or because it’s a good thing to do. 

3. I am trying to show you the heart of God that feels great compassion for the lost and that rejoices with such an eternal joy that all the angels in heaven have a party over the salvation of just one lost sinner.

4. If you do not have God’s heart for the lost, you so not have God’s heart. 
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