Lecture #8: Our Strategy in Spiritual Warfare
2 Kings 6:8-23

Dr. John Barber
I. Context.  According to our text the king of Aram, likely Ben-Hadad II, is about to come up against the king of Israel, likely Jehoram. This is not a full-scale war, but one of many border skirmishes that were common during this period.

A. Interesting that God uses a prophet to implement a war-time strategy that includes warning Jehoram of the Araemean threat and sending the Aramean army back from whence it came. The result is success in warfare.  

II. First, the one that is successful in spiritual warfare is a man of God.

A. In 1 and 2 Kings the prophets Elijah and Elisha are called by the term, man of God. 

1. Notice vs. 9 doesn’t say “The prophet sent word to the king of Israel.” It Says, “The man of God sent word to the King.” The text does not identify Elisha according to his ecclesiastical title, or where his doctorate is from, but according to his character.  

2. The greatest thing a person can be called is not the president of the US, or even pastor or elder.  The greatest thing a man can be called is a man of God. 

3. Elisha did not become a man of God because he was a prophet. He was called as a prophet because he was first a man of God.
4. Some time ago, a divorced man said to me “I guess I was a bad husband?” I replied, “No, you weren’t a bad man.” Note: bad men make bad husbands, but men of God make good husbands. 
III. Second, the man of God is successful in spiritual warfare because he discerns the times.

A. Elisha knew what God was doing and what Ben Hadad was doing.  As such, Elisha warned Jehoram more than once that the King of Aram was planning to attack.  

1. The King of Aram responded, “Who is telling on me?”  The King’s servant said, “Elisha knows what you say even in your bedroom.” 

2. How did Elisha know what Aram was up to?  We naturally think Prophets heard God speak to them. But Prophets had visions of God.  They saw the revelation.  
3. Isaiah “saw the Lord” lofty and exalted on his throne.  “The vision of Obadiah.”  The word of the Lord which came to Micah…which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.” 
4. Spiritual reality is that which is seen.  Some here are praying to hear from God.  But the man of God does not hear God.  He sees God. 

IV. You say, “How do I see God so I can discern the times?” In the Old Testament, Prophets saw future events, but there was something else that they were able to do. 

A. The Hebrews word, Ru’ah” often applied to Prophets, means “insight.” Not only did Prophets see into the future, but also they had insight into what God had already said in Scripture. Ever known someone who could show you things in the Bible you’d never seen before? The man of God sees things in the Bible that others do not.  

1. The prophets discerned that according to the blessings and curses associated with the 10 Commandments that Israel was on the verge of collapse.
2. It doesn’t take a genius to see that if you walk into on-going traffic you are going to die.  The men of God could see that if Israel kept walking against the grain of God’s law, she would end in destruction.  What prophets lacked was specific information re: what Ben Hadad was saying in his bedroom, which they received through visions.

3. Today the emphasis among churches is not insight into God’s Word, but insight into society, cultural trends, demographics, social preferences, so we’ll know how to make our churches more attractive.  
4. How do I develop this insight? I have told the story of a day when I stopped at a traffic light. A truck pulled next to me with the radio blaring loudly. Suddenly, a beautiful woman crossed the street in front of us. The man in the truck then turned down his music in order to get a better look at the woman. Why did he do this? It has been proven scientifically that our senses are connected in a marvelous way. For example, noise in our ear affects our ability to see clearly. The man turned down the loud music so he could see the woman better.
5. We have many voices speaking to us and the world is full of sounds. We need to turn down the loud voices of the world so that we might see the beauty of Jesus and know his will that we might discern the times!
II. Third, the man of God tells it like it is.

A. The man of God sent word to the King, “Beware that you do not pass this place for the Arameans are coming down there!” Elisha did not water-down the eminent danger. He told it like it is. 

1. This is what many of our churches are missing today. We need to say, “Sir, beware that if you keep hanging near that married women, if you go by this place, there is a trap waiting.” Young person, “Beware, if you get caught up in this material culture, if you pass this place there is a trap waiting
2. Vs. 10. The King listened! Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the world listened to the Church regarding Aids, poverty, and a host of other issues?  How are they going to hear unless we tell it like it is? 

III. Forth, realize there is a price to pay for being a man of God. 
A. Vs. 13-14. The King of Aram wants to capture Elisha so he sends a “great army.” 
1. Do you sense just a little bit of overkill?  How many soldiers do you need to capture a bald-headed man? Why the overkill? The world fears the Church.  They fear the power of God at work in our nation.  

2. But God comes to the defense of his people. In verses 14-17, Elisha shows his servant spiritual reality. He sees the great angelic host of heaven…“For those that are with us are more than those that are with them.”  Elisha’s Servant is stunned. 
3. Understand that in every predicament you face: “For those that are with us are more than those that are with them.” Even though the devil may send a great army to come against you for speaking the truth, there are more that are with us than those that are with them!
4. Notice Elisha did not pray for angelic warriors. Psalm 91:11 records, “He will give his angels charge concerning you to guard you in all your ways” (italics mine). 
VI.
Finally, the man of God is one that loves his enemies.

A. Elisha’s servant says, “Shall I kill them?” Elisha replies that his servant is to spread out a banquet.

1. This is what Jesus did for us. We were enemies of the cross (Romans 5:10). He had every right to annihilate us. But instead, Jesus showed us grace and spread out a great banquet of mercy before us. 
2. How do you treat your enemies? If poorly, it’s because you are not a man of God.
3. Romans 12:20 says, “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.”
4. The Greek word translated “burning coals” is anthrax. It is from this word that we get our English word “anthrax”—an infectious, usually fatal disease.  The disease is characterized by malignant, burning boils. 
5. When you love your enemies, you infect them with anthrax.  What does this mean? By loving your enemies, you leave room for God to deal with them (see Romans 12:19 on this point).  And so rather than be overcome by evil, you overcome evil with good. 
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