Lecture #1: Biblical Worldview and the Problem of ATR
John Barber

I. What is a Christian worldview? 
A. A Christian Worldview is a set of beliefs in how the world came into being, and how the world works according to God’s plan. 
1. Everyone has a worldview. Either Christian, or not Christian. Those are the two options. 
2. The biblical worldview calls for an end to the “sacred/secular distinction. 
3. We don’t want to view the Bible through the lens of the culture but the culture through the lens of the Bible. 

II. The problem of African Traditional Religion (ATR). 
A. ATR is competing with the biblical worldview for the hearts and minds of many African Christians.
1. ATR is part of your soil. You grew up with it, or around it. It includes belief in ancestor worship, superstition, naming children by invoking the name of the dead, and various forms of witchcraft.  It most often involves animism: the belief that spirits inhabit the rocks, the Sun, Moon, stars, hills, and trees to give them life and they can be prayed to. It’s the idea that everything is conscious and has a soul. And nothing needs salvation at least as Christians understand salvation. Or ATR can involve your tribal customs. Or it can include pluralism, the idea that all religions are the same and lead to God. 
2. Problem: when Africans become Christians, many they do not give up these ideas but instead blend them together with the Bible and create a union. It is the worldview of ATR that must be challenged in order for biblical Christianity to emerge and take hold of Africa. In fact, it is highly typical for Africans to identify their tribal customs and traditions with Christianity. In many areas of Africa we find a one-to-one identification of tribal and traditional ways of life with biblical Christianity. 
3. Some Africans are insulted by the mention of ATR but many of the world’s “unreached peoples” are animistic:  Among the 88 percent of those classified as unreached peoples, it is estimated that 135 million are tribal animists and 1.9 billion are involved in some sort of animism.
4. Animism defeats efforts to combat war and poverty. A controlling idea of animism is that the spirits are responsible for hunger, disease, and war. The spirits play with us the way a cat plays with a mouse. We have no control over them.  The only thing we can do is to appease the spirits through some sort of sacrificial ritual, which sometimes takes the form of female circumcision as practiced by many Christians and Muslims. 

III. Our failure = evangelism but without adequate discipleship.  
A. We have been evangelizing East Africa with an evangelistic model that is producing many converts, but who remain committed to the worldview of ATR. 
1. Problem: We never establish people in the deep truths of the Bible. It has been said that “Christianity in Africa is a mile wide and an inch deep.”  This is because we are adding more converts but leaving them in a way of thinking that is not biblical and we never challenge that system.   
2. Jesus talked about not putting new wines into old wineskins (Luke 5:37-38). The new wine is the gospel. The new wineskin is the worldview the Bible teaches.
3. Asking Africans questions such as “Are you saved?” and “Do you know for sure that you are going to heaven?” are important. But to lead an African to Christ without challenging the ancient worldview of ATR is to put new wine into old wine-skins. 
4. Other biblical examples of “having the best of both worlds.” 
a. Baal was the god of weather and was worshipped through the practice of fertility rites. “Baal” also represented whatever was popular in the culture at the time.  The great seduction was not for Israel to relinquish worship of God in favor of Baal, but to attempt to have the best of both. 
b. The Judaizers. Their message: Jesus is fine. You just need the works of the ceremonial Law and circumcision in addition. Again, the temptation was to mingle the best of both. 
c. Spirit of the anti-Christ. We find this mainly in the writing of John. Once more, the temptation is not to discard Christianity, but to intermingle Christianity with ancient or modern trends of the culture. “Anti-Christ” cannot be compared with an antiballistic missile that goes up and knocks out the Christian missile. Rather, it is a missile that attempts to ride alongside of the Christian missile. 

IV. Worldview and the STORY of nations. 
A. Every people group, tribe, and nation has a worldview that is supported by a story that reveals something important about how that nation started. 
1. America has a story. And so America has had a worldview. Our story is of how missionaries came from England and Holland to preach the gospel and to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. They cherished personal liberty, freedom to worship, and the belief that if they worked hard enough God would bless their labour and create a mighty and prosperous nation. 
2. Now as that story has been learned by countless students down through the last two centuries, it formed a worldview among our people. Recall what a worldview is: Worldview is a set of beliefs in the basic makeup of the world, and how the world works according to God’s plan. 
3. Our worldview was that there is a God who made the world but that all people are sinners, but that God sent Jesus to provide for salvation. Not all Americans have been Christians. But this message was so engrained in our culture that we could place on our coins “In God We Trust.” 
4. But in recent years, many people are trying to destroy that worldview. How? By changing the story of America. So now students in our schools must read books that eliminate any reference to the Christian roots of our nations. It has all been wiped out. And in its place is a new story. 
5. What is the story of Africa? How is the soul of the continent in jeopardy? 

V. The question.
A. Do Africans have a vision to restore their nation? 
1. God is calling the Church to takes its stand in the culture; to say “Enough to superstition, pluralism, ancestor worship, and any element of ATR that is counter to historic Christianity.” 
2. The question is therefore also pertinent for combating governmental corruption, secularization, and a growing Muslim population with an eye on East Africa.  To the extent that Christians are not fully grounded in a biblical world and life view they are incapable of discerning political corruption and the devises of anti-Christian world religions. 
3. If we say that the Church should remain aloof from cultural issues we must ask ourselves “Why is the culture so important to Satan?” Ultimately, his mission is to shut down the Church. The encroachment of secularism will not end at the walls of the Church but will enter and cause great harm (example of “hate-crimes” legislation in America). 
4. What will happen is we do not take a stand for the culture with a biblical worldview? What if East Africa is lost to secularism, ATR, and/or Muslims? As Uganda goes, so goes the whole of the Great Lakes region. 

VI. So now you see where our job lies.  
A. To disciple nations (see Matt. 28:18-20; 1 Cor. 10:5). 
1. We cannot begin and end with evangelism. Our strategy must be to think of evangelism as a subset of discipleship—in this case as a step toward the larger goal of bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. 
B. To reintroduce the story of Christianity to East Africa. And from there to birth a biblical worldview that will replace the worldview of ATR and will affect every area of East African culture for Christ. We can then build upon this foundation a deep understanding of sin, salvation and holiness—the core elements of the gospel. 
1. Unless the gospel is presented in the context of a biblical worldview most Africans will continue to perceive it as one message among many and Christianity will not provide the help African people need and for which they are now eagerly seeking. Until we do this we shall continue to pour new wine into old wineskins. 
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