Lecture #2: The Cultural Mandate 
John Barber

I. Is being a Christian limited to being “saved” or should Christians also be directly involved in helping to change society and culture?  
A. In the US two groups who answer question differently. One group believes that Christians should obey the Great Commission (GC): focus on evangelism and discipleship and remain apart from direct engagement in politics and other areas of culture. These people believe that the practice of personal spirituality and discipleship will have a transforming effect in the culture and therefore is enough to heal the problems of society. 

1. Others believe in something called the Cultural Mandate (CM). This is God’s marching orders to Christians to affect every area of public life for King Jesus.
2. Perhaps same division here. Some so concerned with culture and being relevant to your culture that you are weak on doctrine and personal. Spirituality. While others of you may be so concerned with Scripture and spirit that you have cloistered yourself from the culture. 
3. I want to argue that the CM and the GC do not present an “either/or” situation.  The Bible teaches we can do both and do so without compromising one or the other. 
II. Where is the CM found in the Bible; and what exactly does it mean? 

A. The CM (or dominion mandate) is first recorded in Genesis 1:28; 2:15. Here we see God commanding the first man to rule the earth on God’s behalf.  
1. There are 4 building blocks of culture (BBC) recorded in these verses: marriage, procreation, work, and dominion over the physical world. 

2. Focus on dominion. Culture comes from harnessing nature. A river is nature, but a dam is culture.  A horse is nature but a race horse is culture. Straw is nature but a straw hat is culture.
3. It is from this mandate that the Church see its role in shaping every area of life according to God's will—including politics, the fine arts, science, engineering, law, medical ethics, and more.
4. This fact ought not to be taken to mean that Jesus is our social Savior. It underscores the fact that He is Lord of all.
III. The Ethical Scope of the Mandate. 

A. God intended that all four BBC were to be done under his authority, his will and ways, and according to His Word. 

1. The original couple was not to do anything relative to the BBC in human autonomy. 
2. In Genesis 2:15, culture is thus the product of what is done out of covenant faithfulness to God. Now from a quantitative viewpoint “to cultivate” is a creation mandate and is thus the work of all men formed in the image of God. The original context of Genesis 2:15 limits “cultivate,” in qualitative terms, to an intensely God-centered activity.

3. The qualitative nature of man’s pursuit of culture is laid out previously in 1:31. “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.” The creation is “very good” because it was made by a very good God. Thus, man’s dominion over the creation cannot be seen apart from the ethical concerns of the Creator, how God defines “very good.” 

IV. Now you may question the Cultural Mandate.  I would like to help you understand this mandate using a simple picture.  
A. If you want to know the purpose of something it helps to look at why and how it was created.  For example, if I want to know what a truck does, I look at why, and how, it was created.
1. Throughout Gen. 1, the purpose for the things God creates is seen in why and how they were created. In other words, their form matches their function.
2. For example, in Gen. 1, God created the plants and fruit trees to yield seed after their own kind. He did not create plants to provide light. Their form would be no good for that.  But, in Gen. 1:16 God placed two great lights in the heavens to govern the day and to govern the night. 
3. Likewise, we know our purpose largely from why and how we were created.  Man has a thumb.  What is it about your thumb that separates you from the lower animals? You can hold a hammer and build great buildings.  You hold a brush and paint great art. You can hold a pen and write literature that lasts down through the ages. 

4. So God did not create us to yield seed, or separate the day from the night. We’re not built for that. He did, however, create us with the ability to rule over every area of life and to create great things for him in the world. Man is by nature a cultural creature. 

V. That God created us to be cultural creatures is also seen in the fact that He created us in his image.  

A. God is a sovereign ruler. When he created man he made sure that man reflected this attribute of God. 

1. So in theology man has a title. He is called Viceroi. “Vice” = ‘in place of’ and ‘roi” = King. Therefore, as God’s viceroy, man is to rule on earth in place of the king, just like a governor of a province rules as the representative of an earthly King. We may also think of man as a steward of the earth on God’s behalf. 
2. Jesus captured the idea that man is to be God’s governor on earth when he said to his disciples “You are the salt of the earth…”You are the light of the world…”Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:13-16). 
VI. How do we get our responsibility to develop all levels of society to the glory of God from an ancient command to rule over animals? Let’s look at just two ways.
1. 1st = Historical development. In time, man developed beyond his beginnings as a farmer to develop all the earth’s resources or the advancement of worldwide civilizations. For example, a man needs to harvest his wheat. But to do so he needs a plow.  To make a plow he needs other tools that he makes from the earth’s resources. To help him make his tools he needs workers. To care for his workers he must pay them. His ability to pay them is based largely on economic conditions, which leads him to think about the relationship of economics with politics, social ethics, and religion. This leads him to form cultural and educational institutions that seek to learn how all of these things work together.
2. 2nd, Biblical theology. Here we see the CM expand the further we go in the Bible. God commands Adam to “Be fruitful and multiply.” To Noah = “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.” But now God adds a command to start the first civil government. 
a. Abraham. Adam has physical descendents, but the seed of Abraham includes the blessings of the gospel to all the nations. So again we see an expansion of the CM. The expansion of the CM under Abraham is also seen in the land allotted to him. Adam’s dominion is over the Garden of Eden, but Abraham’s dominion extends “from the Nile River to the river Euphrates.
b. In the wilderness, God gives His Law to through Moses. With the giving of the Law, the CM is expanded, this time in a negative way.  Remember, God gave Adam dominion over the animals. But in Moses day people wanted to worship the fish, birds and other living things. It’s called idolatry.  So God adds to the CM a warning against fashioning idols after the pattern of the fish, birds, and crawling creatures. This is called the Second Commandment.
c. Matthew 28.  Christ is the “second Adam.” He did what Adam failed to do. Christ is THE vice-roi, governor, or steward of creation who fulfills Adam’s Cultural Mandate. All BBC in the preceding covenants find their ultimate expression in Christ. 
i. Marriage. Christ is married to the church (Eph. 5:22-33). 

ii. Procreation. Through the Holy Spirit Christ raise up people who are “born again” (John 3, Matthew 16:18. 1 Jn. 4:19).

iii. Work: Jesus did the work of redemption (Matthew 27).

iv. Dominion: All authority is his in heaven and on earth (Matt. 28:18).  

d. Matt. 28 and application to the Church. With Christ in us we are “restored” in the image of God to do his work to the glory of God, that which Adam was created to do but failed.
i. Marriage. Carried out to the glory of God (Ephesians 5: 22ff).

ii. Procreation. With Christ children are raised to the glory of God (Eph. 6:1-9). Also, in the context of the Great Commission, Adam is told to have physical children, but Jesus tells his disciples to make disciples who will be spiritual children of God (Matt. 28:19). 

iii. Work. All work, regardless of what it is, is done to the glory of God. (1 Cor. 10:31). 

iv. Dominion. Adam is given the land of Eden; Abraham the land from the Nile to the Euphrates, but Jesus gives to his church authority to disciple the whole world. 
3. So these are just two ways an ancient command to rule over animals applies to us and includes every area of cultural life. 
V. But what about evangelism? 

1. Our obedience to the Cultural Mandate provides an opportunity for the gospel. When Paul stood before Felix and Jesus before Pilate they declared the kingdom of God.  So as we take our stand in the political system, or in the Fine Arts, we have an opportunity to represent our God. In other words, our obedience to the Cultural Mandate gets us into places we otherwise would not be if we limited Christianity to private spirituality. 
2. The CM helps to spread of the gospel. People say that “Christians should just concentrate on evangelism and discipleship.” But how can I disciple a child who was aborted? Discipling that child requires me to be engaged in the political process. 
3. A Word of caution. The Cultural Mandate must always be seen as a servant of the Great Commission.  It is when the Cultural Mandate, politics especially, becomes our chief goal, that the Church loses sight of its spiritual mission. But when the Cultural Mandate is seen as a servant of the Great Commission, we keep our spiritual priority while maintaining our commitment to the needs of the culture. 
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