Lecture #3: Creation (Biblical Worldview)
John Barber

A Christian Worldview is a set of beliefs in how the world came into being, and how the world works according to God’s plan.  The biblical worldview falls into three categories: Creation, Fall, and Redemption. We begin with Creation...

I. Creation
A. In the history of religion there is a wrong view of creation. 
1. View of ancient, pagan religions. Almost all pagan religions believed that the spiritual world was good and the material world was bad. The material world included the body. So salvation was understood as separating your spirit from your body and reaching the spirit world through higher forms of knowledge. 
2. Led to a low view of the body.  If the body was bad, then it didn’t matter what you did in your body. You could be drunk, commit adultery and it didn’t matter, just as long as you were gaining knowledge. This view of salvation gave you a licence to sin. 
3. Also led to an uncaring attitude to the building blocks of culture (BBC): dominion, marriage, family, and work. Why, because these things are part of the material world. Thus, many forms of pagan cults encouraged many people not to work, to have families, etc. 
4. In the first century the MAIN DIFFERNCE between Christianity and the false religions is that the false religions saw nature and culture as evil while Christianity saw nature and culture as good and as a place for the spiritual life to be lived out fully. 
5. We find a similar view in Roman Catholicism (RC) RC teaches there are two levels of reality: grace (spiritual) and nature (material). Nature or reality becomes holy only when the Church blesses it and incorporates it into the service of the church. This wrong idea led to the Roman Catholic view of work or what is called “vocation”, the idea that only priests and nuns were “specially called” of God while all other workers were “menial.” 

Some ideas we draw from the doctrine of creation relevant to Christian worldview are:

II. The idea of culture is good. 
A. Gen. 1 teaches that God created the earth and he saw that it was “good.”  So the original material world was not evil but good. 
1. People are mistaken when they say that culture is evil. But as we learned culture is from nature. Therefore the spiritual is not opposed to nature or to culture. The spiritual is opposed to sin in culture.  
2. Much culture has evil in it because sinners do not build culture to the glory of God.  But this does not mean that the idea of culture is evil.


III. God is one God and this fact shapes our Christian worldview.
1. Someone asked Jesus which is the greatest commandment. He said, “AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ “The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
1. But we forget that just before Jesus said these words he restated the central confession of ancient Israel. Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD.” Why is this important? One Lord supplies the intellectual basis for unifying all of our beliefs. 
2. Example of University. Latin = Uni-veritas. Uni means “one.” Veritas is Latin for “truth.” Thus, “one truth.” In other words, there is one God or Truth under which all of the various disciplines in the university are to be understood and interpreted. God is the center of all the truths or subjects studied in school. 
3. Problem in East Africa. People become Christians but have not learned how to bring all of their thoughts under the truth of the One God. They know a little about politics, something different about the arts and sciences, and something different still about other subjects. But they lack the “grid” or “glasses” provided by the “oneness of God” that unifies our beliefs into a coherent system of thought.
4. So the challenge for church leaders is to train people in how every area of life falls under the authority of the one Lord of heaven and earth. Nothing is exempt. Science, government, politics, art, the economics, journalism, medicine, and more. 

IV. A biblical view of creation informs our view of work.
A. Calvin and Luther taught a difference idea of vocation than RC. 
1. They Reasoned if the earth is good and God gave us the job of building culture from the earth’s resources, then not just the priest or the nun are specially called of God, but farmers, construction workers, doctors and lawyers are specially called of God because all of these people somehow use the earth’s resources to do their jobs and can glorify God in their roles. 
2. Paul says “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).
3. Example of the Midwives who used their average jobs to glorify God. (Exodus 1:17-20). 
4. In Africa many pastors have jobs in order to support their work as pastors. Maybe you are a farmer. But did you know that your farming is a way to glory God? Or are you unhappy that this is your lot in life? 
5. Related idea. Ephesians 1:11. Here we find the Greek Kleroo (inheritance). Rather that mean “our eternal inheritance” kleroo here means “lot.” A lot is your place in life God has assigned you. In the OT the tribes of Israel were assigned parcels of land. This was their lot. The text says that we have obtained a lot or portion in life, assigned to us by God. 
6. Problem is that many African minsters are not happy with their lot in life.  Therefore there is competition among ministers.  Why rivalries? Because we are unhappy with our lot.  You covet what other famous ministers have? James asks, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask” (James 4:1-6). 
7. But if you are unhappy with your lot you are unhappy with God. You cannot heal the problems in your nation until you heal the problems among yourselves. 

V. The doctrine of creation affects our view of personal dignity.
A. Because God created us in his image we do not degrade God’s image with extra wives, girlfriends, or female circumcisions. 
1. Paul says “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).  
2. However, the culture presses us to show tolerance to all lifestyles, even sinful ones. But a biblical worldview, based on the doctrine of creation, says that because human dignity comes from the Creator, the Creator defines dignified behaviour.  Just because you are created in God’s image and there is dignity in your creation, that does not mean that your behaviour is dignified and that I have to accept it.  So we must challenge sin in society. 
3. There is a difference between human dignity and feeling dignified.  People who live in the slums are created in God’s image.  They possess dignity.  But, do you think they feel dignity? This leads me to my final point...

VI. The doctrine of creation is based on the fact that the Creator is a Trinity, which affects our view of community.
A. The Trinity lives in community. Applied to us this means that the Creator is the model for how we are to live together in community. 
1. What neighborhood do you live in? Do you live in the slums? People says “That’s not my neighborhood.” But After Jesus said, “Love the Lord…and your neighbor…” someone responded, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus then told the parable about the Good Samaritan. A man was traveling between Jerusalem and Jericho and was robbed. Many walked by him and did not help. But the Good Samaritan, who didn’t live in Jerusalem or Jericho, but in Samaria, helped. Jesus says the Good Samaritan was the good neighbor (see Luke 10:25-37). 
2. What does this means for the slums? Your neighbor isn’t who lives near you, but is the one in need whom you love in Jesus name. 
3. Also Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” To love my neighbor as myself means taking an interest in the neighborhood. To know the needs of my neighbor means knowing the needs of his neighborhood. So my Christianity is not finished until I’ve applied it to my culture. 
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