Lecture # 4: Sin (Biblical Worldview)
John Barber

I. Review: In the Garden of Eden God made a covenant with man. 
A. Gen. 1:26-28 present the parts of the covenant or what we have called The Building Blocks of Culture (BBC) The reason for this name is obvious in that all four parts are the seeds from which all world civilizations would grow. 
1. Parts = That man was to exercise dominion over the earth, he was to work, marry, and have children (sexual mandate).  
2. Because of the link to the eventual growth of world civilizations, many summarize the 4 parts of this covenant as The Cultural Mandate (CM).  
3. HOWEVER, Gen. 2 adds a negative stipulation to the CM. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil or else forfeit eternal life. Meaning? Seeking to know the difference between good and evil apart from God’s word. Therefore, the original couple was not to do any of the BBC according to their own understanding but only in accordance with God’s word. 
4. Gen. 3. The first couple ate of the tree, sinned, and forfeited eternal life. The result is far ranging, but according to Paul in Romans 5, one effect is that sin spread to all men. “For all have sinned…” 

II. What happened to the 4 BBC after sin entered the world? 
A. Still functioning. All people are created in God’s image or else they would cease to be people. As a result people carry out the BBC instinctively. 
1. No one needs to tell you to take dominion over your yard, to work, marry, or have children. But there is a difference. Non-Christians do not do the BBC to God’s glory or according to his Word.  Like Adam, we become the arbiters of what is right and wrong in all 4 of these areas. So bad is it that the 4 areas of the CM have now become the source of all that is wrong with the world today.  How so? 

III. First major problem area in the world. Sin has turned our mandate to rule or to exercise dominion into dictatorship and political corruption whereby freedom is threatened.
A. One of the prime examples of this is found in 1 Samuel 13. 
1. God orders Saul to go up against the Philistines. Sal waits for Samuel to give the blessing before battle but Samuel is late. Saul, not willing to wait, takes upon himself the role of priest and offers the blessing. PROBLEM. Saul took upon himself a role God did not give him. 
2. 2 chapters later in 1 Samuel 15 God orders Saul to go up against the Amalekites. He is told to destroy everything. But instead he spares King Agag and keeps the best of the livestock for himself. 
3. What do we learn from these events? Governmental corruption results when governmental authorities overstep their God-given jurisdiction. Saul teaches us that governments that reject God’s instruction assume spiritual authority God never gave them, but which he has reserved exclusively for the Church.
4. You’ve seen it. We send the next congressman to Washington, but if that man or woman does not understand the biblical limits of government = “How do I get a little Agag and livestock out of this for myself.” The result is corruption, graft, and greed. 
5. Debate over separation of church and state in America. The real problem is that it is the state has crossed the line. The church’s engagement in public life is simply our attempt to take back areas of spiritual jurisdiction, which belong to us.
6. Example of Roe V. Wade. The problem is not that the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court made a bad decision, but that it made any decision. Life is not the jurisdiction of the State. It falls within the jurisdiction of God. 

IV. Second major problem area in the world. Sin has in many cases turned our mandate to work into laziness whereby many have lost their purpose. 
A. Remember what the tree stands for: I will make up my own mind regarding what is good and evil. 
1. Many men in East Africa do not want to work unless they can get the best job. Meanwhile the women take lower jobs and work up and pass the men. 
2. Uganda in particular is rich in natural resources. But many people are too lazy to work the land to produce. But the original Cultural Mandate set man in a Garden to “cultivate it”
3. Laziness is sin. Proverbs 6:6 “Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise”. What is the lazy person’s future? He becomes a slave. Proverbs 12:24 “Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in slave labor.”
4. That laziness ends in slave labor links to the earlier point. Who does the lazy person become a slave to?  Corrupt government. Remember: the tendency of corrupt government is to take on the role God. It wants to make you its ward. 
5. But what laziness says, “I want a secular god to take care of me.” Result? Collectivism or socialism. Collectivism not just the result of overreaching government. It’s also the result of lazy people who want a free lunch. 
6. Laziness is also seen in the lack of leadership on the part of men in African churches. 
7. Laziness is sin. In Matthew 25:26 the Master calls his faithless servant a “wicked and lazy slave.” Now if I were ask, “How many lazy people failed to take out the garbage on time,” a lot of hands would go up. But if asked, “How many wicked pagans do we have here?” very few hands would be raised. My point is we reduce the true meaning of laziness. Laziness is not just the lack energy to accomplish a task. It’s also the presence of wickedness in the heart.

V. Third, major problem area in the world. Sin threatens to destroy our cultural mandate to marry and to form strong families whereby the foundation of culture is threatened. 
A. Exod. 20:12. 5th commandment. “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land which The Lord your God gives you.”
1. Family is the foundation of society and culture. Because family is the first place children learn to honor and to submit to authority it functions as the places where they learn submission to all God-ordained institutions, without which there is anarchy. 
2. Are political and social institutions in East Africa operating properly? Anarchy? Why not? People did not learn to properly honor and respect authority structures beginning in the home.  
3. Ex. 20:12 provides a further reason for why we should honor our parents “that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.” Is East Africa prosperous? Do people live long lives there?
a. Current lifespan statistics: Kenya 54.1. Uganda 51.5 years. Rwanda = 46.2. Italy = 80.5. Japan = 82.6.  
b. What’s the difference?  Italy and East Asia demonstrates a strong commitment by adult children to old parents. Even the elderly who are not your parents are treated with a respect uncommon in most parts of the world. It is almost impossible to find an “old-age” home in Italy or Japan. 
4. Problem for Africa.  Although marriage is sacred in African culture, family is weakened by elements of ATR: polygamy and forced marriage of girls as young as 15, orphans from AIDS and abandonment. 
5. Result = High birth rates but due to polygamy and other problems mentioned above most children do not know who their father is. Forced marriages mean that girls grow up hating their parents. Orphans whose parents died from AIDS or who abandoned them don’t even know their parents are that they might honour them. 

VI. And final major problem area in the world. Sin has turned our cultural mandate to have children within marriage into coveting and adultery, which has led to war, whereby our wellbeing is threatened.  
1. James 4:1-4. James starts with a narrow definition of war: people fighting with each other.  But what is the cause of warfare?  It is explained in verse 4 according to a broad interpretation of adultery. “You adulteresses.” The meaning? The same lust that drives people to covet other spouses ending in adultery also drives them to coveting what other nations have and using war as the mechanism to obtain it! 
2. How good are African men at having relations with one wife? How good are African men at living in peace? Most wars take place on the Continent of Africa. Here’s the reason for war. The spirit of adultery. Lustful coveting that expresses itself one way expresses itself another way. 
3. Example of war and adultery (rape) in DRC, 2010. No coincidence these two go together. James is right!
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